PIT MANUFACTURING

IMPLEMENTING AND IMPR

THE MANUFACT

Manufacturing a pit consists of 42 unique processes.
More than 100 sets of work instructions are contained
in these processes. All work instructions meet quality
assurance, health, safety, environmental, and security
requirements.

In April 2003, Los Alamos made its first certifiable pit.
The QUAL-1 pit meets Department of Energy quality
requirements and the design requirements and
specifications of the design agency at Los Alamos. When
certified, future production pits for the W88 weapon system will
be manufactured according to this process and then placed
into the stockpile.
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K N Having improved many of the manufacturing
. processes since 2003, Los Alamos faces a new
i challenge for 2007:1t must complete a new
N certification process for the new pits. To ensure it
L meets this challenge, the Laboratory plans to
. manufacture the necessary pits each year from
now until then—this process will help
personnel monitor the production processes and
establish more-robust production techniques.
Thereafter, Los Alamos plans to produce a
nominal number of stockpile-worthy pits each
year, thus providing a valuable service to the
nation until a new manufacturing facility is
constructed.
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CONTACT: JIM OSTIC, N
EMAIL: OSTIC@LANL.GOV |
PHONE: (505) 667-3941
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